
 

--- On Fri, 3/2/18, Keyana Jones <keyana.jones@yahoo.com> wrote: 
 
From: Keyana Jones <keyana.jones@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Summer College Program - Jones-London, Isaiah 
To: "summer_college@cornell.edu" <summer_college@cornell.edu>, "jas349@cornell.edu" 
<jas349@cornell.edu> 
Date: Friday, March 2, 2018, 6:15 AM 

 

 

 

March 2, 2018 

 

Cornell University - Summer College 

Attn: Jim Schechter, Ph.D., Director  

B20 Day Hall 

Ithaca, NY 14853-2801  

 

RE: Dorson Community Foundation Scholarship (Isaiah Jones-London) 

 

Dear Mr. Schechter, 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter to you in regards to my son Isaiah Jones-London. 

The Dorson Community Foundation in East Orange, NJ had scholarships available to attend the 

prestigious Summer College Program at Cornell. The application was due by February 14, 2018. 

My son applied and was sent a congratulatory email on February 15
th

 stating that he was selected 

to receive the scholarship and attend the program.  Isaiah and our family were ECSTATIC to 

receive this news. Then… the rug was pulled out from under us.  

 

On February 19
th

 my son was sent a secondary email informing him that they could no longer 

offer him the scholarship because the Cornell Director had some concerns about his potential as 

a competitive candidate for the program. It was noted that due to the number of C’s on his 

transcript, he was being denied admission. In looking at his transcript, Isaiah received two C’s in 

his freshman year and two C’s in his sophomore year, yet his GPA remained above 3.0 and he 

has always been listed on the honor roll. Each year, one C was in a major subject and the other C 

was in an elective course. Please do not think that I am writing to say that C’s are stellar grades. 

We can all agree that getting A’s are scholastically ideal, however I am asking that you consider 

how little these grades mean in the grand scheme of things. 

 

I take this time to remind you that our 43
rd 

 U.S. President, George W. Bush, was admittedly a C-

student and often poked fun at his lackluster grades in college. In a 2015 commencement address 

at Southern Methodist University, the former President offered these words of encouragement: 

“C students, you too can be President.” In addition, he has now gone on to explore his love of 

painting and exhibits much talent in that area. My son is also interested in attending one of the 
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Architecture, Art, Design and Fashion courses offered at Cornell Summer College. Creative 

individuals, like George W. Bush and my son, may not always get the A’s that students looking 

to be doctors, lawyers and Silicon-valley engineers achieve, but the bottom line is: THIS IS OK! 

Success in life and what you achieve isn’t solely defined by your teen years (or any other single 

moment in life actually). We have the power every day to wake up and decide how we will 

utilize our time and each seed we sow will contribute to our future. So the door is not closed on 

Isaiah’s achievement, despite what you may have originally thought. Furthermore, the Cornell 

Summer College Eligibility Requirements state “Students must have the demonstrated academic 

ability, maturity, and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake college-level work. Summer 

College does not interview prospective students. Instead, we get to know you through your 

application statements and letter(s) of recommendation. We also do not require that a student 

earn a specific GPA. We look at the student's entire application when making the admissions 

decision.” I can assure you that Isaiah fits the eligibility requirements and any one of his teachers 

would gladly write a letter of recommendation that speaks to this point. He would do well if he 

attended this summer program, especially since he would be participating in one of the arts 

programs that he has a strong interest in. 

 

When I was getting ready to graduate high school (June 2000), I learned that I was pregnant. Do 

you know what my guidance counselor told me? He said that I was ruining my life and throwing 

everything away that I had worked so hard for. You see, I was that coveted, above average, A-

student. He also had some choice words about Isaiah’s father who was also a student at the 

school with a so-called behavior problem. However, I’ve never been the type of person to 

succumb to labels or stereotyping. I went on to graduate high school with honors, graduate 

college and continue my education to attain a master’s degree. Isaiah’s father did the same. And 

we raised Isaiah up in a loving, positive environment that defied the odds. In addition, the 

valedictorian of my high school graduated and elected NOT to go on to college. So her 4.0 GPA 

didn’t tell an accurate story of her future just like how anyone else’s lower GPA doesn’t tell an 

accurate story of theirs. I am also attaching to this letter, an article written by Greg Lorjuste titled 

“My Path from a 1.4 GPA to the White House.” Mr. Lorjuste was the Director of Scheduling 

for President Barack Obama during both of his terms. Isaiah had a chance to tour the White 

House in 2016 with his mentoring group and met Mr. Lorjuste who organized the tour for the 

young men.  

 

My letter is lengthy, so I’ll make my final points. I say all of this to say that 1) accepting a 

student then breaking his heart with a rejection 4 days later is in poor taste and I wonder which 

straight-A student from the Dorson or Cornell team was responsible for that oversight, 2) my son 

is NOT a C-student. He is a solid A/B student who gets the occasional C but his GPA remains 

higher than individuals who have worked in the White House!, and 3) if you have the chance to 

reconsider and can offer the scholarship to Isaiah, we’d gladly re-accept! If not, then we will still 

pat Isaiah on the back for his hard work and await the results of other summer programs. I just 

truly felt the need to express my feelings not only as a mother of an exceptional young man, but 

also as a former student who understands what it’s like to be judged by chapters that don’t 

adequately describe the complete book. My son’s story is still being written.  

 

I thank you for your time and your consideration and I honestly look forward to hearing from 

you.  



 

Sincerely, 

 

Keyana M Jones 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On Mon, 3/5/18, James Alan Schechter <jas349@cornell.edu> wrote: 
 
Subject: RE: Summer College Program - Jones-London, Isaiah 
To: "Keyana Jones" <keyana.jones@yahoo.com> 
Cc: "Janna Lynn Dawn" <jlb34@cornell.edu> 
Date: Monday, March 5, 2018, 7:52 AM 
 

Ms. Jones, 

   

     

After a comprehensive review of your son’s materials, we could not project with confidence his success 

in an accelerated, undergraduate program that features a rigorous credit-bearing curriculum. As 

admissions officers, it’s our responsibility to try to gauge a student’s academic fitness for a program 

based on their record. We do not wish to burden a student with a poor record on their first college 

transcript, as they’re required to share it during admissions processes at whatever institutions they identify 

as their preferred choices. Your modeling of success and determination surely provide Isaiah with a 

strong foundation to continue to pursue his ambitions though many avenues. As you note, there are 

myriad pathways to success and few of us could have predicted what our adult lives would resemble at 

earlier points in time. Thank you for contacting me with your concerns. 

   

     

Best, Jim 
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